
Director’s Note by Cynthia Robinson 

Resource Highlights 
Dynamed by Marie FitzSimmons & Nic Cecchino  

Dynamed is licensed to the 

George T. Harrell Health Sci-

ences Library from Ebscohost to 

the Penn State Hershey com-

munity.  It is a point of care 

medical information database 

created by a physician for physi-

cians that offers over 3000 

clinical topics that are evidence 

based.  Dynamed is updated 

daily and monitors the content 

of more than 500 medical jour-

nals and systematic evidence 

review databases.  Each item is 

thoroughly reviewed for clinical 

relevance and scientific validity.  

These reviews are integrated 

into the existing content; the 

content is then updated to re-

flect the newly synthesized in-

formation which in turn pro-

vides the best evidence. 

Dynamed is often compared 

with the highly rated UpToDate 

product.  However, in many 

cases Dynamed has been 

proven to be a better resource 

than UpToDate.  Currently at 

Penn State Hershey, Dynamed 

is the only licensed Evidence-

based resource that the Harrell 

community can access outside 

of Penn State Hershey’s net-

work.  Please see the chart on 

the next page that compares 

Dynamed and UpToDate.   

Continued on the next page. 
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Feature Article: Libraries Support 

Public Library of Science, BioMed 

Central and Penn State Authors  

How Do I?  ILLiad for Interlibrary 

Loan—Tips You Can Use 

Library Summer Hours: 

Summer hours commence on May 
15th and end August 8th  

Mon—Thurs 8:00am—10:00pm 

Fri 8:00am—8:00pm 

Sat  9:00am—5:00pm 

Sun  2:00pm—10:00pm 

The Library will be CLOSED on Me-

morial Day and July 4th. 

 

 

 

________________ 
Change* continues to be the Harrell Health Sciences Library theme, some more obvious than others.  The entrance to 
the library has been refurbished with new paint, wallpaper and lighting.  New cabinets were installed that now house part 
or the library’s History of Medicine collection, including images and antique medical instruments.  We were also fortunate 
to secure a Technology Improvement Award from the National Networks of Libraries of Medicine, Middle Atlantic Region 
for $6128.52.  As a result we will be acquiring seven (7) additional computers for public use.  
  
We will also be welcoming new faculty and staff as the summer progresses.  We are actively recruiting for three (3) fac-
ulty positions, the Librarian for Collection Development & Digital Resource Management, the Associate Director/
Coordinator for Education & Instruction, and the Librarian for Knowledge Integration & Emerging Technologies.  With 
new faculty and staff on-board we will be able to continue to implement our strategic plan and move the library towards 
our vision of the future.  What is that vision?  To be your gateway to biomedical information; integrating discovery, re-
search, education, service, community outreach and patient care. 
 
*Change  a: to make different in some particular: Alter b: to make radically different: Transform c: to give a different posi-
tion, course, or direction to 
From Merriam-Webster Online. 

Congratulations to the PS COM Class of 2010!! 

http://www.hmc.psu.edu/library/GenInfo/StrategicPlan0809-1213.htm
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Comparison of UpToDate and Dynamed by the  

George T. Harrell Health Sciences Library, Penn State Hershey 

  UpToDate Dynamed 
Description Highly referenced topic reviews written by rec-

ognized subject experts who synthesize the 

evidence, summarize it, and provide recommen-

dations 

Critically appraised evidence based dis-

ease summaries 

Updated 3 times per year Daily 

Content More comprehensive: 7,000 topics Less comprehensive: 3,000 topics 

Access off campus No: prohibitively expensive Yes 

Targeted Audience Internal Medicine Pract. Primary Care Providers 

Authors Subject Experts Predominantly family practice physicians 

Unique features Links to LexiComp Drug database Contains ICD codes 

Links to primary literature 

Evidence Based Medicine Topic reviews from subject experts evaluated by 

physician editors for accuracy, completeness 

and beginning to grade for evidence. 

Conclusions based on evidence system-

atically identified, selected and evaluated 

from the literature 

Levels of Evidence Very few graded for EBM Yes, in descending order 

Graphics Yes, illustrated No 

CME If accessed through EMR No 

Major Criticism Cost Expertise of authors 

Major Advantages Authoritative Off campus access 

  Physicians preference Daily Update 

Model Peer reviewed expert author Critically appraised evidence based medi-

cine 

Marketed to Physicians Librarians 

Format Narrative Bulleted List 

Journals monitored 430 500 

Both products Point of Care clinical decision support systems 

  Knowledge management 

  Fast, accurate, unbiased and valid 

  Peer reviewed 

  Provide patient handouts 

  Compatible for hand held / mobile devices 

Similar Resources ACP’s Pier, eMedicine, Clinical Evidence, First Consult, BMJ’s Point of Care, Zynx Evidence 



Dynamed can be accessed on multiple platforms, including handheld mobile technologies such as iPhones, Blackberries and An-
droids.  Access to Dynamed is openly available within Penn State Hershey’s network; from a computer outside the network, users will 
need to authenticate using their ePass accounts.  In order to obtain access to your handheld devices, email the Reference Staff at 
herref@hmc.psu.edu or simply call the Reference Desk at 8634 for a PIN number.  You can access Dynamed by visiting the George 
T. Harrell Health Sciences Library’s Gateway page at http://www.hmc.psu.edu/library/eresources/.    
Marie FitzSimmons and Nicola J. Cecchino, Reference and Technology Librarians 

Resource Hightlights cont. 

sources to support the work of these two pub-
lishers, but they have revenue from a variety of 
sources.    This model has had more success 
in the sciences, where funders will more fre-
quently provide financial support for publishing 
the results of research. 

 Some funders, including the National 
Institutes of Health, even require open access 
to publications based on their research fund-
ing.   Both PLoS and BioMed Central deposit 
their articles into PubMed Central, simplifying 
compliance with the NIH’s Public Access Pol-
icy. 

What this means for the Libraries 

 Our primary commitment is always to 
the research, teaching, and outreach missions 
of the University.    While Libraries have his-
torically used their budgets to build local col-
lections, the importance of online access and 
the increasingly high costs for journals requires 
that we also consider how we support a wider 
system of scholarly communications. 

 The memberships for these organiza-
tions are modest.  We have chosen to support 
these publishers because they have a track 
record of sustainability.  But we also recognize 
that our memberships must be in line with 
Penn State’s needs.  During the coming 
months, we will monitor both PLoS and BMC 
to measure how the Penn State community 
uses these journals, both as readers and as 
authors.    We also invite you to let us know 
your opinions. 

 For more information, please contact 
the Harrell Health Sciences Library at #8634 or 
contact your liaison librarian.    You may also 
direct comments to Mike Furlough, Assistant 
Dean for Scholarly Communications, mfur-
lough@psu.edu 

Public Library of Science:  http://

www.plos.org/ 

Feature continued on page 5 

Feature Article 

Libraries Support Public Library of Science, BioMed Central and Penn State Authors  

by Mike Furlough 

Penn State University Libraries and the Harrell 
Health Sciences Library are pleased to support 
open access to research through institutional 
memberships in the Public Library of Science 
(PLoS) and BioMed Central (BMC).   PLoS and 
BMC are both leading publishers of peer re-
viewed open access journals in the life sciences, 
technology, and medicine.  Penn State’s mem-
berships provide a number of benefits for Penn 
State researchers and support worldwide access 
to high quality research. 

What this means for Penn State Researchers 

 Because of our institutional member-
ships, Penn State University researchers who 
are primary authors will receive a discount on 
Author Publication Charges assessed by PLoS 
and BMC.  

For BioMed Central authors receive a 15% 

discount to author publication charges. 

For Public Library of Science authors re-

ceive at 10% discount to author publication 
fees. 

Fees will be assessed only after manuscripts 
have been peer reviewed and accepted for publi-
cation, and discounts will be applied at that time.    
When submitting articles electronically, authors 
will be identified as Penn State faculty automati-
cally or by contact information. 

Why are authors assessed any charges at 

all?  

 All of Public Library of Science’s jour-
nals, and most of BioMed Central’s, are open 
access publications.  Readers anywhere in the 
world can read and cite these publications at no 
cost to them or to their university, college, or 
research center.   Both PLoS and BMC are part 
of a wider community of publishers that are ex-
perimenting with business models that will im-
prove access to research while also supporting 
sustainable high-quality scholarship. 

 Author publication fees and voluntary 
institutional memberships are primary revenue 
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The Harrell Health Sciences Library has transitioned to using ILLiad for Interlibrary Loan (ILL) ser-

vices since the beginning of 2010.  This service allows users to track and manage their requests, 

and also to receive desktop delivery of articles from both our own print collection and items obtained 

from outside libraries.  We have received positive comments as well as constructive suggestions.  

Once you have registered 

How do I? 
ILLiad for Interlibrary Loan – Tips You can Use by Esther Dell  

Make sure you are a registered Library user – call x8626 if you cannot remember whether you 
have registered 

Know your Penn State Access Account username and password - stop in the Library to re-set 
your password at the signature station if necessary 

Go to http://www.hmc.psu.edu/library/services/illoan.htm 

Bookmark this page, review the information, click on ILLIAD LOGON - PENN STATE HERSHEY 

USERS  and complete the one-time registration form (the system occasionally mis-directs 

Hershey patrons to the University Libraries form – choose any campus location, we will 
correct this for you) 

If you have not started... 
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You may submit requests right 
away – choose the type of request 
from the left column of the Main 
Menu   
 

 

You will receive an email once the 
staff reviews your information and 
―clears‖ your registration 
 

 

Multiple accounts with separate 
budget numbers can be set up.  Click 
―Billing Information‖ under Tools on 
the left menu. 

http://www.hmc.psu.edu/library/services/illoan.htm


 

First check the Harrell Journal List at http://www.hmc.psu.edu/library/eresources/index.htm  
 

Check the CAT at http://cat.libraries.psu.edu for books at Hershey and access to additional 
resources university-wide – PSU Access Account may be required 
 

For books from another Penn State Campus Library, do not use ILLiad.  Instead use the ―I 
Want It‖ button in the CAT record. 
 

Use ILLiad for Journals available in other Penn State Campus Libraries, as well as outside 
sources. 

 

More next time …. please email us at hmcill@hmc.psu.edu or call us at x8633 with any questions or 
suggestions. 
 
Esther Dell, Interlibrary Loan Librarian 

 

Before submitting requests, 
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Feature Article cont. from page 3 

PLoS standard publication fees (before discount):  http://www.plos.org/journals/pubfees.php 

BioMed Central Journals:  http://www.biomedcentral.com/browse/journals/ 

BioMed Central Publication fees (before discount):  http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/authors/apcfaq#howmuch 

Mike Furlough,  Assistant Dean for Scholarly Communications, University Libraries 

Continued... 

http://www.hmc.psu.edu/library/eresources/index.htm
http://cat.libraries.psu.edu
mailto:hmcill@hmc.psu.edu
http://www.plos.org/journals/pubfees.php
http://www.biomedcentral.com/browse/journals/
http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/authors/apcfaq#howmuch


Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center 

Penn State College of Medicine 

The George T. Harrell Health Sciences Library, H127 

500 University Drive, P.O. Box 850 

Hershey, Pennsylvania  17033-0850 

 

Editor:  Nic Cecchino 

Phone:  (717) 531-8630 

FAX:  (717) 531-8635 

Email:  njc12@psu.edu 

Visit us on the Web:  http://www.hmc.psu.edu/library/index.htm 

Feedback is welcome!  Email the editor at njc12@psu.edu. 

The George T. Harrell Health Sciences Library serves the 

faculty, students, and staff of Penn State Hershey, and users 

from the Central Pennsylvania community.  Library collections 

and services support the informational needs of PSHMC users 

engaged in patient care, research, and education, including in-

terlibrary loan, search services, and instruction.  Harrell Li-

brary’s holdings may be accessed via the PSU Libraries Cata-

log - The CAT. The Library houses over 110,000 volumes 

and subscribes to more than 4,000 on topic print and electronic 

journals.  Electronic resources may be accessed through the 

Harrell Gateway (http://www.hmc.psu.edu/library/

eresources/). Patients and users from the community are wel-

come to visit the Library to use the collection. 

The editor would like to thank the following for their contribution to @Harrell.Lib:  The official Newsletter of the George T. Harrell 

Health Sciences Library: 

Mike Furlough, Assistant Dean of Scholarly Communications, University Libraries, Pennsylvania State University 

Cynthia Robinson, Director of the George T. Harrell Health Sciences Library, Penn State Hershey 

Marie Fitzsimmons, Reference and Technology Librarian, George T. Harrell Health Sciences Library, Penn State Hershey 

Esther Dell, Interlibrary Loan Librarian, George T. Harrell Health Sciences Library, Penn State Hershey 

Sabine Caldwell, Circulation Supervisor, George T. Harrell Health Sciences Library, Penn State Hershey 
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