
18
S

28
S

Fl
uo

re
sc

en
ce

Time (seconds)

0.00

0.25

0.50

0.75

1.00

1.25

1.50

1.75

2.00

2.25

 19  24  29  34  39  44  49  54  59

Partially Digested total RNA

28S ribosomal subunit18S ribosomal subunit

Intensities of the peaks decrease.Baseline between and to the left of the 
ribosomal peaks becomes jagged.

Intensities of the smaller 
degraded RNA

increases The peaks begin to shift toward the 
left of the electropherogram

Samples that result in electropherograms like the above are borderline for message RNA preparation and
should be under serious consideration of re-extraction. 

In general, the 28S peak 
begins to degrade first.


