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The Pennsylvania State University
Tax Identification No.: 24-6000-376

Dear Dr. Erickson:

As General Counsel of The Pennsylvania State University, I am providing an
opinion with regard to the University’s fax-exempt status and the deductibility of
contributions to the University.

The Pennsylvania State University is the Land Grant University of the
Commonwealth of Peinsylvania. It has provided programs in instruction, research, and
public service in accord with the Charter of the University for over one hundred and fifty
years. The Pennsylvania State University is an instrumentality of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, providing the essential government function of higher education. Section
115 of the Intemal Revenue Code provides that “income derived from the exercise of any
essential governmental function™ is exempt from Federal Income Tax. In Revenue
Ruling 75-436, the Internal Revenue Service recognized that citizen education was an
essential governmental function. As such, The Pennsylvania State University is tax-
exempt under Section 115 of the Internal Revenue Code. This tax-exempt status granted
under Section 115 precludes any requirement of obtaining any additional specific
exemption under Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3).

The University is not a private foundation by virtue of the exemptions in Seetion
509(a)(1) and (2). Because the University has not sought tax-exempt status under Section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, it has not formally established its non-private
foundation status with the Internal Revenue Service.

“Penn Stats is commilted to affirmative action, equal opportunily and the diversity of its workforee.”




Contributions to The Pennsylvania State University are deductible against the
taxable income of individuals, corporations and other taxpayers, subject to various
limitations, for Federal Income Tax purposes by virtue of Internal Revenue Code 170(c)
and 170(b)(1)(A)(ii), and the applicable regulations thereunder.

Enclosed is a copy of a letier dated Sepiteniber 9, 1949, to the University from the
United States Treaswry Department to the effect described above.

This opinion letter may be disclosed {o any person or distributed in any manner
the University shall deem appropriate.

Sincerely,
G Dl

Stephen S. Duntham
Vice-President and General Counsel
The Pennsylvania State University

Enclosure

cc:  Joseph J, Doncsecz
Rodney P. Kirsch
Michael J. Degenhart
Johh Hanold
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